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CHANGES ARE HAPPENI NGé e

Greetings from Southwest Baptist Church (SWBC)! You probably have noticed a format
change in our newsletter already! We are in the midst of trying some new things in order to expe-
dite you getting the information in a more timely basis.

A major effort is being made in this issue to report on all facets of the churchd leadership,
ministries, programs, miscellaneous happenings, and, our great messages from the Pastor and his
wife Shelby. We want you to know what it takes to have such a good Church. Future issues will
not be so in depth.

This newsletter is also longer than usual as we catch you up on all the happenings at SWBC
this past season. We know there were some who were unable to come down this last season and
hope that you enjoy all the news.

Pastor Bob asked Kitty Miller to coordinate the efforts of the newsletter, assisted by Sally
Cole, our Church Secretary. They will work together as a team in the preparation of the newsletter.
Sally will be using her creative skills to help bring you the wonderful pictures and graphics she has
provided in the past.

Please let us know what you think of the newsletter. You may send your responses to me,
Kitty Miller (email: kittydalemiller@aol.com), or you may write or call (239-789-8795.) We appreci-
ate any suggestions, criticisms, thoughts on what you think should be included, etc.




SOUTHWEST BUYS MUCH NEEDED
PROPERTY!

[ISLAND MANAGEMEN

i

God answers our prayers in His time: Four years ago our church tried to purchase under two
acres of vacant land next door for future development. The asking price was over $400,000, and not
negotiable for less. Wow! This was like getting the door slammed in our face. There was no way
our Church could afford that price.

In 2005, the previous owner purchased a seven-unit office condo plaza, and the vacant land
that we inquired about for $1,400,000.

In late January, 2010, God graciously opened the door for SWBC. The owner contacted
Tom Haney at his home, asking if we were still interested in the property and said they needed to
sell. Tom Haney, our Deacon and Trustee responsible for the property acquisition, researched, ne-
gotiated and spent many hours working with an attorney, the pastor and the Deacons to get an offer
to present to the Church. What a deal Tom Haney Negotiated!! We were able to get the vacant
land and the office condo plaza for a total of $400,000. Of the seven condo units purchased, three
are rented. The income will help with the plaza maintenance and also our $900 additional mortgage
increase.

Tom made a presentation to the Church at the February Business Meeting, and the Church
voted and approved to make the acquisition. Below are some ways the new acquisition has helped
the Church:

The youth and childrends departments have mov

There will be more rooms available for Sunday morning and Wednesday night small groups.

The dining room in the fellowship hall will be expanded.

The property acquisition is a HUGE blessing! The Church was filled close to capacity many
times this year, even with two services, and there was also a problem with room for parking.

Godds timing is always perfect, and he wuses t
the Church is very blessed to have talented people who can carry out such large tasks. The fact
that those people are here is no accident! They were led by God.

Now that we have the property there is much to do! A culvert and a temporary walkway were
installed. There are numerous things needed for our new building. If you feel led to help in this en-
deavor, we would covet your prayers and financi e
that could also be done in this area. Do you need a ministry?)
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THE PASTOROS STORY

PRIDE: WEARING THE MASK OF MISCHIEF

BY: Pastor Bob

I have al ways thought of myself as h
cuss, drink or smoke; |l didndédt go to da
other boys did. | taught Sunday School from the age of 12, and my father taught
me strong work ethics. Most people thought | was a good, clean-cut kid that just
got into a little mischief once in a whiled but that was just my mask.

| 6ve been reading fiConfessions of Si Augustkg d430.t i n «
He was one of the most important figures in the development of Western Christianity. | have been

amazed at how much | relate to what he wrote. A
scriptive English, because youol | have to read
one he starts by writing:

Al wish now to review in memory my past winotk ed |

because | still love them, but that | may love thee, O my God. For love of thy love | do this, re-

calling in the bitterness of self-examination my wicked ways, that thou mayest grow sweet to

me é 0

This caught my attention first, because it came from the pen of a man ,who in 24 years of life,
brought Christianity to England. He thought it important to confess the wickedness of his sixteenth
year. Secondly, because what he did in at least one instance is parallel to what | did 1500 years
later.

Following is my simplified version of what Augustine wrote:

There was a pear tree close to our own vineyard full of pears which in and of itself was not tempt-

ing, because our own trees were full of the wonderful fruit. Late one night after our games in the

street, a group of us went to shake and rob this tree. We carried a huge load of pears, not to eat

but to dump out to the hogs. Doing this pleased me only because it was forbidden; such was my

heart. Let me confess what | was seeking -- when the only inducement was evil itself. | was foul

and | loved it!.
As | read this book, God used Augustine to reveal to me the wretchedness of stealing. All trees
and the fruit on them belong to God. Augustinebo

It is God that bestows the privilege of ownership to that which belongs to him. When stealing the
pears they only belonged to his neighbor in a secondary way. In reality they belonged to God, so
Augustine in actuality stole from God. We should be conscious that when we steal or swindle from
anyone, we are AdAin prideo taking from God.

After reading a couple chapters | went to bed and snuggled in to the warm covers and while
awaiting sleep God began to wrestle with me. He took me back forty seven years to a night when |
didndéot have much to do so my friend and | went t
needed some Chapstick. Upon finding it | decided it would be more exciting to steal it than to buy it.
We scratched it up with my keys and knocked a little bit of the medication off so as to fool a security
guard if we were caught. | felt so clever! | had more than enough money in my pocket to pay, but
that would not have been nearly so thrilling. When we got back to my car my heart was pounding

and | felt great, I out smarted the system. I w
It was not until just the other night that | felt like a thief. Especially when | realized that, in reality,

the Chapstick really belonged to God, and it was
all.

e to put a 0 Mask

Woe is anyone who allows prid
stly. Until you face

donot face God nor man hone
Him as you should.



PEARLS OF WISDOM
FROM SHELBY

NEVER SAY NEVER

Many times in my younger years | hav
wrapping of Christmas presents. I use
Christmas presents was terrible, and saidd if not out loud under my breathd |
woul d ANEVERO do such a careless job of
need to be colorful with ribbons flowing from them. Sometimes she would run out of Christmas pa-
per and use newspaper. How could she? Year after year it was the same, and | never considered
her busy life or her perspective.

Now, move ahead forty five years and, to my de
woul d never, o0 came to mind several times this se
different perspective, | sat and wrapped furiously! There were no ribbons or bows, the paper was
hurriedly wrapped around the box, and in most ¢
little stickers on the packages for the name, and if | had newspaper | might have used it. Oh, by the
way, this is not my only encounter with, Anever

When | ooking at another person donodot say, Al wie

mental, holier- than- thou attituded somehow believing that you have a higher standard or better
way. In reality, there is only one that has a higher standard or better way, and that is our Lord.
There are some things to remember when that judgmental thought comes to your mind, the first two
are old sayings that you dondét hear much any mor

Secondl vy, Abut for the Grace of God there go | .0
AJudge not , that ye be not judged. For with wh
what measure ye mete, it s hMatthhwhle Kiasured to yo

When you conquer your judgmental spirit with the help of the Holy Spirit, it is an amazing feeling!
Last night, | was reading Matthew 16 in my Bible when | noticed that the Canaanite woman over-
came the Jews attitude towards her when she sai
masters table. o She didnot bot her herself with
and received blessings beyond compare.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & MINISTRIES

TREASURERGS REPORT

The finances are where they should be at this time of year. The
Church depends on the generous, faithful giving of those who go North to
sustain our programs during the summer.

Pl ease be reminded that there is much goc
year, such as: Panama mission trip in July or August; updating the old facilities with paint and small
repairs; rehabbing the new property to make it more usable for the children and youth; possible work
on the parking lot, etc.

BUS MINISTRY

The Bus Ministry continues to be very
Buso is used for mission trips to Snowbir
Gate productions) at other churches, to attend special, festival type events, such as Zolfo
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Springs, to transport members to a monthly lunch at a nearby restaurant, monthly trip to Immokalee, etc. The
bus was used to assist with the transportation of missionaries from the Panama Church while they are in our
area. Those people will be present at the Sunday night service at SWBC. How blessed we are to be able to
provide that service. Most importantly is the fellowship that the people enjoy while being together on the bus.
SWBC not only has willing, qualified drivers, but has its own mechanics. We have four, and sometimes
five drivers available: Dennis Burns, Del Compton, Pastor Bob Kasten, Stephen Kasten and Ray Swickard.

KITCHEN MINISTRY

Priscilla Malcolm did a wonderful job this past season coordinating all the ac-
tivities of the Kitchen. She was responsible for coordinating the Wednesday night
meals, special events, kitchen inventory, and maintaining a safe, sanitary environ-
» Mment in which to prepare the meals. We thank you again, Priscilla, for a job well
done! (Whatés your ministry?
: next year.)

We are doubly blessed as Martha Smith has agreed to take over the coordinating |
position during the summer months and is already thanking people who agreed to
help with the Wednesday night meals. Martha stated that they always need help!
Some of the chores each week are: Cooking, clean-up, taking out garbage, etc. If
you are interested in helping, please see Martha.

It is very important that reservations be made for the Wednesday night dinner.
The cooks try very hard to not be wasteful and usually cook for the number of reser- J |
vations plus a few extras. I f you didndét compl
please call and inform someone in the office.

MENG S MI NI STRY

“"'\‘
ék The Men's Ministryd led by Dave Wallestadd meets on the third Saturday of
b each month with a delicious breakfast served by Elmer and his crew. The most spe-
ci al things about the Mends Breakfast me:¢
men and listening to their testimonies. There is special singing by a group of men
(Tom Haney, Wil Price, Pastor, and others), plus the talent of those who play the gui-
‘ tar.

David stated that he appreciates all the men who have agreed to tell their story and be the break-
fast speakers. He reports that the Mends Minis
had an average of 45 men at each meeting.

The Second Mendés Retreat was held at SWBC this
speaker. There was also four workshops, but the Friday night program was the highlight of the re-
treat with a great meal and lots of testimonies.

Elmer Logan, Tom Haney and Clyde Jenkins have been asked to carry out the ministry over the
summer months.

|l f you have suggestions for next yearés meeti n.
Leader, at: dwallestad@embargmail.com

WOMENG®G S MI NI STRY

MISSION STATEMENT: Reaching out to women in faith, love and fellowship to
provide opportunities for personal growth, believing that every woman is gifted by
God to share the love of Christ within us.

The Womends Ministry was blessed with
Womends Ministry Team, |l ed by Joyce Wall

(Continued on pagé)
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all the details for each monthly meeting (monthly theme, beautiful decorations, good meals, and
music). The monthly meetings have an average attendance of fifty women.
The two really big events sponsored by the

Wo nr

ner and the AWOMENG6S DAY AWAYO Progr ams. The

included in this event. Doug Allen and a crew of men cook, prepare and serve the meal (in their
cutesy aprons). After the meal everyone adjourns to enjoy the entertainment in the auditorium/
sanctuary. The AWOME Nded byDRAItH Prathed Ylan ahdecaomtinate this
event. The team strives to make sure their planning efforts always point upward to God, and that he
receives the glory and honor for its success.

The Womends Ministry wants to encourage all
but to also prayerfully consider serving with them in this Ministry. They are confident that there are
many women in our Church who have God-given gifts and talents to share with everyone. Those
gifts and talents will bring glory and honor to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christt  Come and serve
joyfully! Contact: Joyce Wallestad, 239-896-8315

ADDENDUM: The Womendés Ministry donated $700 t «

SMALL GROUP_MINISTRY

AREveryone needs a small group, q
miliar? These are the things the Pastor included in almost all of his sermons!
Sunday School, Wednesday Night Meetings and individual home meetings are
included in the Small Group Ministry. This year, the Church had a total of 29
groups, including 11 in-home groups. There was a total of 188 people who
participated in one or more small groups. This does not include the large,
Wednesday night meetings. The results of this endeavor is really exciting for
our Church as it exemplifies that the Lord is working in our midst!

Several of the groups did the Dobson Truth series and stated that it was a very good study, some
used the Pastords sermons, some did Bible st
those participating.

The Pastor asked Dale and Kitty Miller to be the Small Group Coordinators. They were often
seen encouraging people to start small groups, asking leaders to keep prepared attendance sheets
so as to track those attending, etc.

There were lots of comments from those attending the groups. Some said that they had a good
learning experience, and especially enjoyed the fellowship with other Christians. One hostess

ui e

udy

thought it was very worthwhile and enjoyed the

she would be a hostess again. Recently, this lady said that she missed the group already, and WAS
going to host a group next season.
We are in hopes that some of the snowbirds went back to their home church and either got in-
volved in a small group, or started one in their home. Please let us know if this happened to you!
For those of you who didnét get involved 1in
ing one or having one in your home. If you need a facilitator for your group, please let Dale Miller

know, and he wil/ Ahooko you up with a | eader.

waiting to serve. As aresource, you might want to check out joshhunt.com. He has lots of informa-
tion on his website about small groups.
God Bless, and we look forward to serving you again next year. Dale and Kitty Miller

MUSIC MINISTRY

SWBC has an excellent music ministry. There are many persons in the church who willingly give
of their time and talent in this area..
First, we cannot say enough good things about our instrumentalists! We are so blessed to have

6 (Continued on pag@)



Charlotte, Betty and Elaine helping to lead our music each week. For those who love country gospel
music, we have the Burdette and Burns families who share their talents with us. Betty Robbins has
stepped up to the plate and can be heard doing h

The choir is a real blessing! We are fortunate to have two very good choir directors. Annie K
Utrup and Sally Cole. Both are hard task masters. They work
in tandem so that there is always someone to direct those who
love to sing and serve the Lord with their voices. We applaud
both of them for their very hard work and dedicated service.
Also, the music program could not function without the faithful
service of Bruce Vanderveen in the sound booth.

Soloists are like the icing on the cake. They add that
Aspecial 6 touch to the servic
soloists are excellent, from the very young to those young in spirit (Was that diplomatic, or what?).
We are blessed with a number of excellent soloistsd too many to mention at this writing.

A number of Southern Gospel groups come each year to entertain us, and the attendance at
these events are great! We also have some great soloists that come, each singing a different style
of music. For instance, Dale Johnson, Larry Ford and Barbara Sandbek (Lucille Houck, her mom,
beams when she sings!)

MISSIONS

Panama trip 4 e n;

o1

\ N/
Al“h
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SWBC sent Pastor Bob on an exploratory
mission trip to visit David Clines our SBC
missionary in Panama. There, he learned
that there was an undeveloped village of
about 200 people called EI Polanco that did-
not have a church.
his trip and asked for interested workers to
go with him back to Panama.

After much planning, and coordination by S
Jan Burns at the local level, a group went to Panama in February. Those who attended provided a
great program for the congregation up their return, explaining how poor the people were, and how
appreciative they were to have a new church in which to worship God. (This would have been a pic-
nic shelter for us.)

There was a group feeling that the trip was very rewarding, and they encouraged others to get
involved. The trip was mainly paid for by the individuals and donations. According to Jan, the
church will need to send a group several times a year for the next couple of years. The following
support is needed: Prayer, willing volunteers, and financial assistance in the way of donations.

Those who went to Panama were: Jan and Frank Burns, Donna and Dennis Burns, Ruth and
Jim Hasper and the Pastor and his wife, Shelby.

Join the Panama, El Polanco Team!! Another, smaller trip is being planned for August. Pastor
Bob, Shelby and, hopefully, Stephen will attend. One or two volunteers are also needed.

Communications with the El Polanco Church are difficult because the Pastor knows very little
English. If arrangements can be made, there will be a concert on Friday night and a church service
on Saturday. The son of Pastor Gonzales has a band which will be featured on Friday. The tenta-
tive plans are to spend one or two days passing out flyers for the concert and church service. (They
always meet on Saturday so as not to interfere with the home church.)

Watch the next newsletter for pictures of the Panama trip and brief testimonies by those who
made the trip

'.‘
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Panama Prayer Request : Pl ease pray that Californiads shor
ing wil |l resolve the fact that a copy of Stephen
it was requested almost two years ago. (A birth certificate is required to get a passport.)

EASTER OFFERING FOR MISSIONS EXCEEDS GOAL !

) ‘7‘ We did it again!! We gave more than the goal for the last two years for our
& Home and Foreign Missions Offerings. Not only did you make Suzi and me
g happy, but almost 11,000 of the full time missionaries we support are
RIMSTRONG elated too!
“tiorer Ofrrpince OuUr goal for the Easter Offering set by the church to was: $5,010. You
gave: $5,100. Well done SWB!' When we add our gifts to that of the
other 46,000 churches in the Southern Baptist Convention, we can do
enormous things to forward the cause of Christ in North America.

SWB is truly a Missions Minded Church. God blesses those who gave!! Thanks again to all of
you who joined in giving the largest Easter missions offerings ever given by this Church.

FOR WORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

MOTHER®S DAY OFFERI NG

The Mother's Day Offering supports the Baptist Children's Homes in
Florida. Currently, there are units in 16 key cities, one of which is Fort
Myers (located on Colonial). There is no specific goal for this offering, and
its support comes from those who want to help.
If you did not get a chance to donate for the care of those precious chil-
dren, ités not too | ate to give (Of fering envel
(In 2009, the program provided foster and residential care for 497 chil-
dren at the 16 campuses, at a low cost of $77 per day, per child.) The
State Florida Baptist organization provides a lot of information about this
and other programs on its website www.fbchomes.org/

Bob and Suzi Stuckey, Missions Coordinators.

WHATO S BEEN HAPPENI NG? ? ?

_ GETTING TO KNOW YOU I

Many thanks to Kay Bowling for heading u

know what we mean! Each week Levi diligently got out the tents and set them up for
use as a Abackdrop. 0 Wi t h her wonder fu
At eacher voice, 0 Kay encouraged people to
taken for the directory. Now, we can look up our church family, either by
name or picture. (Some of us young squirts have a hard time remember-
ing our own name!)
With the Church Secretaryés (Sally) guidance a
rectories were printed, holes punched and assembled. The results were
wonderful!  There have been favorable comments about the directoryd
some even saying they keep it right by the phone!  Kudos to Kay and
Levi! (I'f you dondét have a directory, l et the

(Continued on pag®)



