
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     HAPPY  (BELATED)  FOURTH  OF  JULY ! ! !  
  

 We had a wonderful service celebrating the 4th of July!   Patriotic 
hymns were sung with gusto, members of all branches of the armed forces 

were recognized, ordinance of communion was celebrated, Pastor had another great ser-
mon, and the kids gave great testimonies about their trip to Snowbird!!       
 The congregation especially liked the very powerful words of the choirôs song and narration by 
Bill Mayhew, ñWe Want America Back.ò  If you do not get the DVDôs, may we suggest that you call 
the church and order one. 
  We all love America,  but many of us are not pleased with what She has become.  We must be 
vigilant, research the facts for ourselves, study historyðas it often repeats itselfðand not let our 
Government take us down the wrong track.   
 Most importantly, all Christians should be on their knees praying for our Country,  as ñprayers of 
a righteous man availeth much.ò   
    

MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR  GODôS  PEOPLE  TO HELP! 
  

 As you read through this issue you will notice many opportunities for you to assist the Church 
with your gifts and talents.    As you read the articles, we hope you will prayerfully consider increas-
ing your tithes and offerings for the opportunities presented. 
 The renovation of the new building is an example of an opportunity to assist.  Formerly, the 
building was used and designed for offices.   New code requirements will be to provide a safe, se-
cure environment in which our children and youth can learn about God, study the Bible, and enjoy  
recreational opportunities.   The immediate goal is to meet all codes and requirements, which in-
cludes that the area be handicapped accessible  (new restrooms).   
 If you have a heart for our young people and youth, you may want to help in this area.  Do you 
have a ministry?   Do you have a quiet time with God?   Are you a part of a small group?  This is an 
opportunity! 



THE  PASTORõS  STORY 

ñHURRY BOB, WEôRE SINKINGò 
 

 In 1957 it was midsummer when Dad pulled up towing a sixteen foot wood 
strip siding boat.  She needed a little work but she was a beauty.  The deck and 
mid deck were mahogany and on the transom was a 25 horse power Evinrude out-
board motor.  I was up at the crack of dawn every morning to work on her. I donôt 
know if I was more excited about our first ride or the pleasure of working on her. 

 Dad showed me how to use a kerosene blowtorch to strip the hull.  After several days of that, 
I gave her two coats of light blue marine enamel.  The deck wasnôt as much fun and took days of 
sanding to prepare her for new varnish.  I got to use Dadôs special brush to lay on the new varnish; 
oh, it was so beautiful.  We prayed that God would hold back any rain for a couple of days while the 
varnish dried. When I got the windshield and the chrome fixtures back on her it was late Friday night.  
With his hand on my shoulder Dad said, ñIn the morning weôll put the motor on her and take her to 
the lake.ò  That may have been the longest night of my life; worse than any Christmas Eve.  When 
morning came, luckily Dad was as excited as I was and waiting for me in the kitchen.  The sun was 
just over the horizon and Dad said, ñHave you seen her yet?ò  We stepped out the side door and she 
was sparkling in the rays of the morning sun.  She took my breath away, mahogany and chrome; I 
swear she took my breath away. 
 Early that afternoon we were launching her in Cass Lake.  As we pushed off, our only con-
cern was the Evinrude, but on the first pull she came to life and we were off.  Dad was at the wheel, 
clunk she was in gear, and then he eased the throttle forward.  As we came up on plane all I could 
think about is when Dad would keep his promise and let me drive.  It hadnôt occurred to me that I 
would have to perform a much more important roll in our safe return to shore.  As the boat began to 
pound the waves, we looked back at the same time and the seeping of water between the seams 
was to growing.  The next thing I knew the seam right in the middle had a geyser squirting six inches 
in the air.  I looked at Dad for assurance that everything was alright, but the look in his eyes was 
anything but reassuring. 
 Dad banked her around and we headed for shore, the Evinrude was pulling hard.  Up until 
this time I didnôt know why Dad had thrown a coffee can in the back of the boat.  He yelled ñbail Bob, 
bail!ò   My heart was pounding as I threw water over the edge, Dad yelled again, ñHurry, Bob weôre 
sinking!ò   I donôt know for sure what my Dadôs fear was, but mine was not the fear of drowning, that 
was the farthest thing from my mind.  My distress was my boat sitting at the bottom of  Cass Lake. 
 The reason that this story came to mind right now is that I have sensed the same feeling; that 
feeling of not being able to bail fast enough.  I sold my GTO so that I could better prepare for the fu-
ture and invest more in missions.  But since then, the county has gotten involved with my property, 
costing thousands of dollars.  My well collapsed and destroyed my water heater and water softener, 
costing thousands more.  Plus there has been a constant hassle with the bank over flood insurance 
and a hassle with Shelbyôs health insurance.  Do you remember when things were simple? 
 For the first time in my life I am on a regular regimen of pills.  What a Hassle.  I finally found 
myself buying one of those little pill boxes with the day of the week written on little compartments.  
You know the ones.  Well, hassle, hassle.  Though I felt better at first, it wasnôt long before they 
started to build up in my system and I went down hill.  While at Snowbird I stopped taking all the pills 
and the second day I felt a lot better, in several departments.  You donôt need details.  But now some 
symptoms are returning.  Hassle, hassle.  Itôs like being in the boat with Dad yelling, ñBail Bob, bail, 
weôre sinking.ò 
 When Dad and I finally pulled her up on the shore we sat down on the shore and began to 
laugh, you know, that nervous laugh after escaping disaster.  After a few minutes we caught our 
breath and sat in silence think about what had just happened.  Dad said, ñthat was close, but God 
was with us.ò  Enough said! 
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PEARLS  OF  WISDOM  

FROM  SHELBY  

ñTOO MUCH STUFFò 

 
 
 Bob and I really enjoy traveling together; there is so much to see.  
Sometimes we get off the freeway and take the back roads through small 
towns.  As we travel, I have begun to notice the excessive amount of storage 

units; you know, those long rows of metal buildings.   Wherever you go there are no exceptions, 
even in smaller, seemingly poor towns. 
 Iôm not one to talk; I donôt know how I have gathered all the stuff that I have.  I remember 
20 years ago when our guest room had only the necessities; a dresser and a bed.  If a guest 
came today he could not even get in the room because of all my sewing and hobby stuff.   Not 
only that, but the attic is full - I had to hurry up and clean a path for the repair man when the air 
conditioner broke down.  Plus, I have a fourth of the garage for storage.  How did I collect so 
much stuff?    Now I would be more embarrassed about confessing this, except I think a lot of 
you have the same problem. 
  When the Egyptians went on their 40 year journey in the wilderness, I bet they didnôt 
carry anything that they didnôt need.   When I go out into the mission field I notice a lot of people 
who seem to be happy and content without all this stuff. 
  My heart aches at my wastefulness and poor spending habits.   My question is, could the 
money for these extras that I hoard have gone to missions?  What difference would that 
make?  And then, what would have happened if you multiplied me by all of the members of our 
church and the churches all around America?  Imagine if every Christian in America eliminated 
the necessity of storage units and gave the money to missions.  Oh, if I would have put more 
aside for the treasures in heaven. 
 This isnôt only about money, itôs about time;  time shopping for and fussing with stuff.  
Just keeping up with this stuff takes up so much time; time that could have been put into Godôs 
work.  I donôt like to think about it, but some day we are all going to stand before our Lord and 
answer for our life.     
  I really want to correct this in my life.  It amazes me how I can get attached to my stuff.  
Iôve watched a TV show called American Picker.  They go around America buying stuff from 
people so they can sell it to other people.  They will walk into large building full of junk/stuff and 
these people wonôt sell things that they havenôt even seen in years.  They canôt let go.  Iôm also 
afraid that as soon as I sell something I will need it the next week. 
  When you think of America in the state it is in today, donôt blame it all on the non-
Christians.  We Christians have played a big part in it - hoarding and not putting the kingdom of 
heaven first.   
1Timothy 6:6-7 But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
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new   

property  

report  
      
     Tom Haney,  our Dea-
con and Trustee responsi-
ble for the acquisition and 
upgrades of all Church 
property, is again hard at 
work ironing out the ñkinksò  
of getting the permits that allow the property to be upgraded for church usage.  We are so 
blessed to have Tom as a member of our congregation as this is his special area of expertise.  
We are confident that he will help us overcome all the glitches.   Tom has developed a team in 
this endeavor, and you may see him and the other men with their heads together meeting and 
talking about the property.      
 Some of the things that have to be dealt with are:  New air conditioner, use of licensed elec-
tricians, hire a water management engineer to evaluate proper usage of the new bridge installed 
between the two properties, etc.   
 Things are never what they seemé. Sound familiar?    Previously, expenses for the new 
building were estimated to be between $2,500 and $3,500.    After meeting with County officials 
about the requirements, the estimate is now over $15,000. 
 God is still in control!   He has led us to Christian merchants and electricians who want to 
use this opportunity as a part of their ministry to God.   So, we are praying that the costs will be 
within our range,  and that Godôs people will step out to assist. 
 

AMBASSADOR ACADEMY  
  
 Does that name sound like a school?    Well, guess what?   It is!   Another 
sign that God is working in our midst!   Pastor Bob said in a message last winter 
that he felt God had big plans for Southwest.   First the new property, now an-
other new opportunity for Godôs peopleða Christian school! 
 There was a Special Business Meeting held on Wednesday July 7th for 
the purpose of listening to a proposal by Susan Schmitt to ñpartnerò with the Am-
bassador Academy in starting a new hybrid school.  Hybridé.that sounds like a 

type of crop the farmer would plant!   But no, this ñhybridò means that the school would be a 
combination of home school activities and structured classroom instruction.  Core subjects 
(math, science, English, social studies plus the Bible) would be taught three days a week, and 
life lessons would be taught the other two days. 
 SWBCôs part in this opportunity would be to provide classroom space.  The school will use 
the Sunday school classrooms.   
 The schoolôs plan is to prepare grades 6-8 for high school.  Long-range goal would expand 
into Pre-K through grade 8.  Parents of elementary age children are now contacting Susan with 
interest in the new school, and if there is enough interest, the school will include those grades.   
There are certified, degreed elementary  teachers who are ready to come! 
 The school will charge a nominal tuition with plans to use parental help, volunteers and do-
nations in the form of material things and financial assistance.  They have already had com-
puters and printers donated.  They are now in need of a desk.  
 The church voted unanimously to partner with Ambassador  Academy under the provisions 
that all educational, County and legalities are in order.  Classes are scheduled to start the first 
week in September. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 If you have gifts, talents and skills that could be utilized by the school, please pray about 
being a part of that ministry.   Could this possibly be the ministry that interests you?    What 
greater joy than being able to help children and youth get a good start in life, helping them to 
develop good life skills so they know how to avoid the pitfalls of life by trusting in God and hav-
ing Him as their strength and guide.   
 

CHURCH  LEADERSHIP  &  MINISTRIES  
 

DEACONõS  REPORT  (Tom Haney)  Your Deacons have been 
pretty busy with meetings and more meetings, since we acquired the property 
next door.  We have been involved in discussions and decisions about the new 
property renovations, code violations, etc. 
 We discussed and investigated the possibility of providing space for a 
Christian co-op educational school.  We recommended to our voting members 
that they take favorable action to partnership with the Ambassador Academy. 
We believe this is a God led partnership.    
 We are planning on having a three to five day Revival in the later part of 
January 2011.  The speakers are very special and it will be an exciting time for 

all.  (Stay tuned.)   
 For those expecting to see new carpet in our Fellowship Hall and Sunday School rooms, 
donôt be discouraged, because renovations have to take place first and they require permits.  I 
hope all of you will hold your Deacons up in prayer daily by name.  God Bless. 

 
TREASURERõS REPORT  (Dave Wallestad)  The finances are al-
most where they should be at this time of year.  There was enough money to 
send the kids to Snowbird Camp even though contributions dropped consid-
erably during May.    There are many expenses this year that we didnôt have in 
previous years, such as:  Panama mission trip in August; updating our Sunday 
School-fellowship area with paint and small repairs; renovation of the new 
property to meet code standards; possible work on the parking lot, etc.  The 
Church depends on the generous, faithful giving of those who go North to sus-
tain its programs throughout the year.      

 

 bus ministry ñOn the Road Againé.ò   The bus took a  
group to Snowbird in May to do our yearly mission work, and then 
took the youth to Snowbird the last week in June.  The white bus 
used by the youth program is used several times a week and under-
went a fuel line repair.  Praise God for volunteers!    

 The big blue bus has not been needed for the lunch outings as our 
groups are small in number.  Most people drive to restaurants.  In June lunch was  at 

Plaka II, the Greek restaurant in the K-Mart Plaza, and went to Rib City July 18th.  When 
needed, the bus makes its monthly trip to Immokalee. 

   
KITCHEN MINISTRY    The Wednesday night meals continue under 
the supervision of Martha Smith.  There are approximately 40 meals served 
each week.  The meals prepared are to fill the reservations and for those 
needed in the visitation ministry, plus ñtake-outs.ò   
 If you would like to be responsible for preparing a Wednesday night meal 
or be a helper, please talk to Martha Smith.   Watch for upcoming meeting an-
nouncement. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY   Everyone needs a small group, quiet time, and a 
ministry.ò    Weôve heard that statement many times from the Pastor.  ñSmall groupò is a term 
used to describe any group that meets in the church organization, including Sunday school 
youth groups, etc.    Some people are still under the concept that ñSunday Schoolò is for kids, 
but thatôs not true!    We need to continually be studying Godôs Word.   SWBC is beginning to 
use that terminology; i.e., the Pastorôs S.S. Class will be called the Pastorôs Small Group.   So, if 
youôre not involved in a small group, think about joining a ñsmall groupò on Sunday morning!   
Catch the ñsmall groupò spirit!  Read the small group testimonies below: 
Martha Smith:  I like them!  I got to know people, I learned a lot, we actually studied the Bible.  I 
canôt wait for them to start again.  Polly Wicks:  Home groups are great!  They bring the 
neighborhood together and we get a chance to witness to those 
around us who are not saved.    Evelyn Miller:  We learn more in 
a small group, and people who usually donôt talk in a meeting 
feel encouraged to participate.  Elaine Busfield:  We love small 
groups as it gives us a different concept on the verses.   
 Most all of the home small groups have stopped meeting 
during the summer months.  The ladies group led by Diana Agin, 
completed their study and continued with another study 
Wednesday night small groups continue to meet.  Bill Mayhew ós 
group is studying I Kings.  Ellie Duston faithfully leads the prayer 
group.  How great to have our prayer warriors working so hard! 
 If you were not involved in a small group last winter, we en-
courage you to prayerfully either consider joining one or hosting 
one in your home.   We look forward to serving you as small 

group coordinators next year.   God Bless!     Dale and Kitty Miller  
 

MUSIC  MINISTRY   We are so thankful for the choir and its 
Director who work so hard to provide a special each Sunday.    This is 
not an easy task in the summer months.  Many choir members are 
ñsnowbirds,ò and those who remain often take vacation trips.  Thank-
fully, the Burdettes returned to choir and this has been a big help.  If 
you like to sing, join the choir!  We need you. 
 

MENõS  MINISTRY In June, Ray Myers was the speaker, and special music was pro-
vided by Chuck Goode at the Menôs Breakfast.   The next meeting was on the July 17th, with 
Mike Clay as speaker and Pastor Bob taking care of the music.  Those who attend are thankful 
for the meal prepared by Elmer Logan and his crew. 
 
WOMENõS  MINISTRY  The Womenôs Ministry has been inactive during the summer 
months, but the ladies are looking forward to being together again.   So ladies,  plan now to be a 
part of that ñsmall group,ò and donôt forget to mark the last day in January to attend the 
Womenôs Day Away event. 
 

USHER  MINISTRY   Bob Smith is in charge of organizing the ush-
ers for each service.  He utilizes as many people as possible, providing them 
with a copy of the monthly schedule.  Bob had a unique idea on Fathersô 
Dayéé he recruited the ladies to usher that day.  They did a good job and 
gave the men a rest!  Ron Miller works to provide the extra people needed to 
serve communion. 
 We are so appreciative of the smiles and greetings we get as we enter 
the Church on Sunday mornings.   Guys, you not only look great, but you set 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the example for the rest of us.   After people pass you, they usually go on to greet others!   
Good job guys! 
 
 
OTHER  SUNDAY MINISTRIES   You may have noticed other people busy at 
work on Sundays to help things run smoothly:    Linda Jansen runs the computers that assist the 
Pastor; Phil Jansen is active teaching the young kids;  Paul Fenno and his crew of camera 
ñguys;ò Bruce Vanderveen on the sound board; the faithful persons who take care of the coffee 
and doughnuts; those who count money, keep records of small group attendance, etc..  
 As you can see, there are many opportunities awaiting you!   Do you have a ministry?  
 
 

MISSION  MINISTRIES     
 

 Update on the Stuckeys:  Suzi Stuckey had surgery on her other 
knee the week of the 7th  and is home recuperating.  Reports are that 
the surgery went well, and Dr. Bob is doing a good ñnursingò job.   
Please continue to pray for them.  We look forward to more information 
on missions upon their return to church!   
 

Immokalee  Ministry is an important mission ministry that has lessened con-
siderably.  Normally, the church bus takes our volunteers to Immokalee where they provide a 
wonderful ministry serving food to those in need, working in the clothing room, etc.    There is 
limited seating in the Immokalee church dining room, so the people are fed in several different 
ñsittingsò.   They have had more than six different groups to feed.    (Seating is estimated to be 
about 25 each time.) 
 The number of people now needing to be served is much less.  Sometimes our volunteers 
are not needed.  This may change as the itinerant people migrate from working in the fields up 
north back to Florida this winter.  

 
Panama  Trip   Plans for the August trip to Pa-
nama have been finalized in spite of the difficult communi-
cation problem caused by language and cultural barriers.  
Since transportation will be provided, the cost of  this trip is 
considerably less than the last trip.  Our people will sleep in  
churches and/or tents.  (Larger groups require the rental of 
a vehicle which is quite costly in Panama.)   
 Our Church 
housed a group of  
Panama missionaries 
ðthe Kunasðthe lat-
ter part of May and 

received many blessings for this endeavor.  Plans are to 
meet with Kunas while in Panama. 
 Pastor Bob, Shelby and Stephen will be our missionar-
ies to Panama in August.  Thanks to all those who prayed 
that Stephen would get his birth certificate and Passport 
in time to make the Panama trip.  The group flies to Pa-
nama on August 3rd and will return to Florida on August 
12th.  They have a busy schedule and it is listed below : 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 August 5th and 6th:  Prepare for and assist in church service, providing a childrenôs program 
with Bible studies, clowns, puppets, soccer games, activities with teenagers, etc.  
 August 7th and 8th:   Conduct two adult Bible studies in two different locations in same re-
gion.  There will be language and cultural barriers.  Tentative plans are to spend the morning 
and evening of the 8th with Pastor Lino Smith, Kuna Church in Panama City.  
 August 9th - 11th:  Traveling to and from village to spend time with Kunas.  This travel re-
quires both vehicle and canoe. 

 Prayer has been requested for Pastor Rolando Gonzales who has eye 
problems and may need surgery. 
 Please pray daily for a safe, fruitful trip for this Panama mission trip.   If 
supporting missionaries is your ministry, please feel free to make a donation 
dedicated to the trip.   Pastor Bob also made a plea for a healthy offering to take 
to the Kunas in support of their new church. 
   

CHURCH  GROWTH  
        
 Did you know that the Southern Baptist Convention states that when a churchôs attendance 
reaches 80% of its capacity it will no longer grow.?   At that time, the SBC often recommends a 
building program.     Did you know that the first service at SWBC is almost at 80% capacity, and 
that the second service is either  80% or full?   The Pastor has stated that there is a real need to 
go to three services.     There will be lots of planning and volunteers needed to achieve this.  
Please pray. 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  
       
 Spiritual Gifts:  Do you know your spiritual gifts?   The Pastor wants to help people discover 
their spiritual gifts.  Look for more about this later.   It probably will be done after ñseasonò starts 
      The Strength Team:    The Strength Team presented a program at this yearôs Southern Bap-
tist Convention on Church Growth.  They will be at SWBC in January.   You may look them up 
on the internet (strengthteam.com) and see their Christian vision and statement of purpose.      

 

UNSUNG  CHURCH HEROS éOUR  VOLUNTEERS 
  
 We go to services, activities, and other events at the Church and think:  ñWhat a great 
church.     It runs like a well-oiled piece of machinery.  But, have you ever given thought to what 
it takes  to run a church this size so smoothly? 
 In addition to the leadership of the Pastor, Deacons and those leading the church ministries, 
there are many, many people behind the scenes who spend a great deal of time and effort in 
carrying out the needs and functions of the church.    Those peopleðwho are too numerous to 
mention at one timeðdeserve much credit!   
 We take this opportunity to salute all our volunteers!   We want you to know you are greatly 
appreciated for helping us to make this church so special!    God Bless! 
 

VOLUNTEER  SALUTE   -   DENNIS  BURNS      
 

 How do things get fixed at church, and no one even knew they were bro-
ken?   Who works on our A.C.ôs?  How do the buses run so smoothly without 
the Church spending a lot of money?  Who is one of the faithful bus drivers 
for the youth?  Who goes twice a year to Snowbird to assist?  Who repairs 
the toilets, fixes electrical problems?   Who substitutes on the sound board 

(Continued on page 9) 
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and helps with the menôs breakfasts?  Who is that big, friendly guy 
with the smile on his face and seems to love everyone?   You may 
see him doing a little ñjigò as he walks through the hall.  And, if 
youôre lucky, you may hear him sing.   We say:  Who is that 
masked man?  Is it Superman?   No, itôs our great volunteer,  Den-
nis! Dennis states:  ñMy ministry is all phases of this Church.  
When I get up in the morning, my brain is thinking.. What do I need 
to do at the Church.   I want to please everybody.  Since I became 
a member of the church, it is my family, my life!ò  Dennis arises 
early, has devotions, then goes to the harbor where he meditates 
on the devotion he just studied.   He states: ñIôm happy to be with 
the Lord in my quiet 
timeò. 
 Before coming 
to Florida, Dennis 

spent most of his life in Massachusetts, occasion-
ally spending a few weeks a year at the family farm 
in Kentucky (now his uncleôs farm).  His greatest 
desire is to return to Kentucky to live on the farm 
where his father was raised.   
 Dennis has had an interesting, busy life, having 
served in the Army where he repaired and drove 
tanks and was a sharp shooter.  He has been a po-
lice sergeant, trained new recruits and was a 
sharpshooter there too.   He is licensed and certi-
fied to operate and repair any kind of heavy equip-
ment /trucks and is qualified in many areas as a 
service technician or trouble shooter.  He tackles 
any job.   

  Dennis expressed his appreciation for the church giving him the 
opportunity to go to Panama.  He stated that it was quite an experience, 
and that he can still picture the faces of the people and the kids in his 
mind.  He would definitely like to go back some time.    
 Dennisôs zeal to serve the Lord, minister to his people, work with 
the youth makes one realize that he really has a ñmissionaryò heart.    
One of his great joys is to work with the kids.  He and his wife Donna 
have gone to Snowbird two times a year since they started at this 
church.  Donna also serves the church in many ways.  She may be 
quiet, but what a worker!    She is always willing to do whatever is 
needed.   What a joy to have two such dedicated people who love the 
Lord and have a heart for serving!     

 

************ 

Please let me know if you have suggestions or comments.  Perhaps there is 

something you want covered in the Newsletter.     

Thanks!  --   Kitty 

Email:  kittydalemiller@aol.com         Cell:  239-789-8795 


